fire, the electric blanket of another had been accidentally left on all night, while others had been swaddled in several layers of blanket (Bacon et al. 1979 , Bacon & Bellman 1983 . Enquiries made from the PHLS Communicable Diseases Surveillance Centre into cases of HSES in the London area revealed that 6 out of 7 babies had been covered by duvets and were found soaked in sweat (S Hall 1984, personal communication) . Some types of duvet give extremely high insulation (Taylor 1974) , and it is possible that new materials and types of baby wear, plus central heating, could account for the recent emergence of this illness.
The main features of HSES, both clinical and pathological, are identical to those of heatstroke occurring in babies left in cars parked in the sun (Wadlington et al. 1976) , and in babies with extreme hyperthermia during an infection (Aujard etal. 1978) .
The suggestion that overheating may be a cause of HSES must be fully explored because of its implications for prevention. A study is in progress, funded by the Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths, to determine whether babies who suffer HSES or cot death are clothed and heated differently from the norm. We should be most grateful if paediatricians would report cases of HSES to the Communicable Diseases Surveillance Centre and would allow them to be included in this study. Yours Intestinal problems in childhood (JRSM Supplement No. 3, 1984) From Miss Caroline M Doig Senior Lecturer in Paediatric Surgery Booth Hall Children's Hospital, Manchester Dear Sir, It has been brought to my notice that there are two errors in my paper in this supplement to the Journal (pp 3-5):
(1) Harald Hirschsprung was Danish not Polish.
(2) The first two sentences in the paragraph on page 4 starting 'In the 1950s. . .' should have read: 'In the 1950s the mean age at diagnosis was 3 years of age, but this has now improved to a mean age of 6 months. This shows only an improvement in neonatal diagnosis of 10%'. This is an unusual publication which essentially consists of a series of exercises: 94 problems of diagnosis which might be encountered in an orthopaedic department are discussed. The case material has clearly been chosen to emphasize those conditions in which an integration of the clinical, radiological and pathological features is required in order to establish a diagnosis. Following each exercise, a brief account is given of each particular entity. Each exercise essentially consists of a radiograph with a briefvery brief-clinical account, and photomicrographs of the abnormal tissue removed either at biopsy or operation. A few photographs of specimens removed at operation are included. The ultimate definitive diagnosis is given by coordinating the information from all three disciplines. The method of presentation is designed to permit readers to take an active part in the study of the problem by testing their own diagnostic ability prior to referring to the subsequent answers. This question-and-answer format is becoming increasingly popular at all levels of medical education and has much to commend it, since active participation by the student is Journal of the Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 78 February 1985 177 more challenging than 'a gentle read', and considerably more rewarding. Each of the 57 exercises combined with their description of a variety of relevant bone and joint disease will repay study and widen the horizon of the orthopaedic surgeon in training.
One strength of the publication is its description of the variety of generalized bone diseases ranging from osteoporosis and osteomalacia, to bone necrosis in its many manifestations, nonmalignant tumours of bone, and primary and secondary malignant disease. Various manifestations of rheumatoid disease, primary and secondary hyperparathyroidism, and infection of bone and joint by a variety of organisms are described.
The radiographs are remarkably well produced and annotated by Dr Ronald Murray, an acknowledged master of his discipline. The photomicrographs are clear and a tribute to publisher and printer. They are briefly, but meticulously described by Professor Sissons, who has an unsurpassed reputation in his field. Unhappily, a central weakness is that the clinical coordinate of each case presentation by no means matches the quality of radiology and histopathology. This becomes immediately obvious on the very first page, where Question 1 opens the proceedings by stating the following: 'This 30-year-old woman presented on account of pain in the left hip for the previous 12 months'. There is indeed a picture of a radiograph of a hip joint, but one will look in vain for 'this 30-year-old woman'. Such a presentation is repeated in one exercise after another.
Since the diagnosis of all medical problemsnot excluding orthopaedicsrests overwhelmingly on careful history-taking (? perhaps 60%), and careful clinical examination (? perhaps 30%), I think perhaps that one must object to the title of the book. The reader should be careful to remember that although radiology plays a very important part in orthopaedic diagnosis, it is too frequently allowed to replace clinical evidence, since it carries with it the seeming authority of print. The replacement of clinical evaluation by laboratory techniques is increasingly tempting in a technical age, but it is a threat to clinicians, carrying obvious dangers to the patient. Used with the care intended by its authors, this book should indicate the reasonable present parameters to diagnosis, and should not, of course, be used to push clinical evaluation further into the background.
The sections on generalized bone disease are very instructive, and the authors are certainly to be congratulated on having devoted less than 12 out of 400 pages to a discussion of 'osteoarthritis'and then always with definite qualification. As T S Elliot wrote: 'Last year's words belong to last year's language, and next year's words await another voice'. Here is to be heard the first hint of such a voice, from at least two masters who have made their contribution to the subject.
This work is a splendid contribution to ortho-'paedic education and will certainly find its place on the shelf of any establishment where young surgeons are being taught. It remains to be said that orthopaedic diagnosis is still 90% a clinical exercise, but the help of a radiologist and histopathologist in the unusual, difficult case is absolutely essential, because without them many problems would remain unsolved. LIPMANN This fine book examines many aspects of the doctor-patient relationship and is full of good sense. It is written in clear English with a lucid style and is free ofjargon. There are enough anecdotes to enforce points, but not so many that they interrupt the theme. Mendel's message is that we should serve our patients and their relatives not only with technical competence but also with due humility and concern. Some of this attitude may have been lost in the generation of doctors who have grown up with the scientific explosion of the last 30 years. Time and again patients tell their general practitioners and their friends of thoughtless and tactless remarks made by hospital staff; even allowing for exaggeration, much of this must be true and it is to such staff that Mendel speaks. As it is written by a hospital consultant, the book is perhaps addressed rather more to his colleagues than to the general practitioner, whose relationship with a patient is of a different order lasting 20 or 30 years. However, nearly all of his points are of relevance to family doctors as well.
How refreshing that Mendel dares to say that we should behave with dignity and dress accordingly. A psychi'atrist writing on a similar subject recently advocated scruffy clothes so that our patients could more easily identify with us! Mendel indulges in no such trendy claptrap. A tidy doctor with a tidy desk is likely to be an efficient doctor; patients are likely to feel that such a doctor will not lose their records or give them the wrong injection.
Good doctors are often too busy to write such a book and we are fortunate that someone of Mendel's stature has taken the time and trouble to do so. None of us should be too busy to read it.
DAVID HAY
General Practitioner, London
